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PREFACE 


AVING been associated with the Lackawanna Historical 
Society for several years, after years spent in genea- 
logical research, it has been my delight to review, of late, 
the wonderful history of Wyoming and Lackawanna valleys. 


The histories of these valleys have furnished us with 

abundant material out of which I have attempted, from time 

~ to time, to present through the public press some of the 

important events and incidents that appear to me worth 
remembering. 


These contributions in story form, I hope, will serve the 
purpose of stimulating further interest in our local history. 


The historic instinct lies deeply embedded in human 
nature. The pioneer who blazes the way is the medium 
through which history evolves. 


To get a grasp of history one must begin with the past. 
The thread of individual relationships, that connect one com- 
munity with another will link together those communities in 
any particular movement to expand local history. 


The glory of our age is the universal diffusion of popular 
education and the knowledge thus acquired becomes more and 
more useful in every branch of human endeavor. In the 
branch of history, for instance, the struggles of the leaders 
in the early days to found the city and county, was based upon 
the fact, that, underlying their growth there must be sub- 
stantial values. Iron ore and coal were discovered here and 
it only remained for the ingenuity of man to develop these 
through industry, drawn here because of stable values. 
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In years to come the records of the historians will become 
more and more valuable and should be passed on to future 
generations. 


—THE AUTHOR. 
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THE VALE OF LACKAWANNA 
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When awful thunders shock the mighty deep 
And earth awoke from her chaotie sleep, 

Thy mountains reared their majestic crest 
Above the clouds and settled into rest; 

When glaciers lay along thy winding path 

And covered vale and mountain in their wrath, 
The golden sun dispelled the dark abyss 

And formed a valley of eternal bliss. 


Thy fame has come from eons ebb and flow, 

Far flung from glacier path, so long ago,—- 

The ancient habitat of beast and bird, 

To wealth and beauty on man conferred. 

Thy mountain peaks and glens and smiling vale, 
Thy rippling brooks that tell the wondrous tale,— 
A vale of splendor, all so bright, serene 

With naught to ravish the glorious scene. 
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Fair Lackawanna! For thy lovely name 

We owe the praise to those who early came,— 
Not men of high degree nor cultured race, 
But men in Indian garb, and pale of face. 

To this enchanted spot, with axe and spade, 
Came later sturdy pioneers to till the glade; 
To build their cabins and erect their mills 
Along the roaring brooks and forest hills. 
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The paths that first the redmen made 

They turned to roads of progress and of trade; 
They built their cities where their cabins stood, 
Their temples, schools in every neighborhood. 
They dug the iron and coal from nature’s side 
And scattered wealth and power far and wide; 
Secured the laws that formed a county’s frame 
And added lustre to thy ancient name. 


SARIS ER Se ee EM 


Now, art and science crowd the wide domain, 

And happy villages dot the hill and plain; 

Now, mail and daily news from door to door, 

Bring blessings to the rich man and the poor. 

O, Men of Yesterday, cans’t thou behold 

What man has wrought since those drab days of old,— 
Who conquer time and space, both air and sea, 

To make this year a golden jubilee? 
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—Republican, August 10, 1928. 








A STORY OF LACKAWANNA COUNTY 


ACKAWANNA County, having reached its first 50th milestone, 
| it’s apropos that we record in a brief way the successive steps 
| by which it has attained its present high standing among the counties 
' of the great State of Pennsylvania. In attempting this we shall also 
- inelude the origin and growth of Scranton. 





, Since recorded time, history, whether ecclesiastic or secular, has 
| been associated with great events. The day or year of their occur- 
rence and their influence upon future developments. Therefore, in 
considering the history of Lackawanna County we should go back to 
| the time when its integral part was once a part of the larger tract 
F of land comprising what is known as a part of Connecticut. 

This compilation and bibliography given is made to aid the 
student of local history as well as those who may later bear testimony 
' to its growth and prominence in our Commonwealth. 


; The Connecticut Claim 

What is known as the Connecticut claim is based upon a grant by 
the King of England in 1662, for land covering the 42d degree of 
| latitude and extending from Naragansett Bay to the sea on the west, 
' except such lands already occupied by prior settlers, namely, New 
York and New Jersey. Later this territory became known as the 
} “Wyoming Region” because of the conflict arising over another grant 
| to William Penn in 1681 (19 years later) to the same land. In 
+ examining the records of those years it would seem that this land was 
| a “Shuttle-cock” of royalty with their favorite retainers and a mooted 
| question between the Indian and white man. 


: In 1753 several prominent citizens of Connecticut, Rhode Island 
- and Massachusetts formed a company known as “The Susquehanna 
- Company” at Windham, Connecticut, to purchase from the Six 
Indian Nations the land embracing Wyoming. In 1754 on the very 
- favorable reports of explorers and missionaries as to the healthful 
climate and beauty of this region the purchase was made upon the 
| payment of £2000, and in 1756 after the decree of the council at 
| Easton, Pa., they began to assemble men to colonize Wyoming. In 
| 1762 the first colony was sent out and they succeeded in establishing 
a settlement, building homes and planting their fields, but as Winter 
| was drawing nigh they returned to Connecticut for their families and 
early the following year (1763) those pioneers, with their families 
and household goods, began the long and tedious journey to W vom- 
ing. 
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Dangerous Trails 
The traveling in those days was over the rough and dangerous 
Indian trail, between the Delaware River at Shohola, through Wal- 
lenpaupack, Salem, Cobb’s Gap, down Moosic Mountain to Capouse 


_ Village and then through Dark Hollow along Roaring Brook and the 


Lackawanna River to its mouth on the Susquehanna River, thence to 
the place they had so happily selected the year before, and only to 
find their homes destroyed and cattle driven away by the Indians. 
With their habitations laid waste, gloom and despair settled upon 
the once hopeful settlers and they were compelled to return to Con- 
necticut, enduring untold hardships, much sickness and loss of loved 
ones. Confronted with their disastrous adventure the company did 
not again attempt a settlement until 1769, when the 40 picked men 
were sent out in February and a company of 140 horsemen under 
Major Durkee in May, who succeeded in making a permanent 
settlement. 


First Pennamite War 


To make friends with the Indians who had become incensed over 
the trickery of the “Walking Purchase” of 1737 was impossible, and 
the conflict between the Yankees and Pennamites over the title of 
their land became so intense that during the years of 1769-177 5, what 
is known as the period of the first and second Pennamite wars, was 
so severe that had it not been for the stress of the Revolutionary War, 
which caused a iull of four years, we might be writing a different 
story. 

Happily the Indians had left the valley about 1771 and retired 
to the camps of the Shawnees and Iroquois on the upper stretches 
of the Susquehanna. | 

In 1770 five towns had been surveyed by the Susquehanna Com- 
pany, namely: “Wilkes-Barre,” “Nanticoke” (Hanover), “Pittstown” 
(Pittston), “Plymouth” and “The Forty” (Kingston), then in 1771 
the sixth town, (Capouse Meadows) “Providence” was added, con- 
sisting of five square miles. 

The Connecticut settlers who had been generally successful in 
the Pennamite wars attempted to organize a separate state but that 
failed, so, in 1774, they attached themselves to Connecticut as the 
“Town of Westmoreland of the County of Litchfield.” 


New Counties Formed 
When the Susquehanna Company proposed to establish a colony 
on the Susquehanna River in 1753, this region was known as 
Northampton County which had been erected on March 11, 1752, and 
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comprised all the territory covered by the Connecticut claim in 
Pennsylvania. Following the attempted settlements of Wyoming 
during 1762-1771, Northumberland County was erected on March 
22, 1772, from Northampton, Cumberland, Lancaster and Berks 
counties with a population not exceeding 16,000 inhabitants. 

| In 1778 Wyoming became the scene of slaughter and death. 
On September 25, 1786, Luzerne County was erected from 
Northumberland County,covering all the territory bounded by Wayne, 
Northampton, Northumberland, Lycoming, Tioga County and New 
York State on the north. Later the following counties were erected 
‘from Luzerne County, Bradford and Susquehanna, February 21, 
1810, Wyoming, April 4, 1842, and on August 21, 1878, Lackawanna 
County, after a long contest, to be known as the 67th and last of 
‘counties to be erected. Long before this county had been 
erected much of this territory had been known as the town of 
} Providence, which comprised 6,000 acres, divided into lots of 300 
acres each, extending north from the town of Pittston. 

Going back to the settlement of the territory along the Delaware 
River, we find that following the conquest of the Susquehanna, 
' Mohegan and Delaware Indians by the Iroquois, the Delaware 
Indians (Lenape) gradually left their old abodes and moved west- 
' ward to the Lackawanna and Susquehanna Valleys. This tribe 
| became later divided into three lesser tribes, known as the Unami 
| (Turtle). the Unalachigoo (Turkey), and the Minsis or Munsey 
(Wolf). The latter being the most numerous and warlike, the larger 
- number of which settled on the Susquehanna at Wyoming under Chief 
» Teedyuscung and a smaller number to “Ye Village of Capoose’”’ under 
; Chief Capoose. 

It was during the period of this settlement that the name Lacka- 
| wanna appeared on surveys and in various journals and records of 
| missionaries and soldiers. The peculiar and different spelling of the 
/ name is accounted for by the attempts of each narrator to spell the 
' Indian name as they heard it, hence, we have the spelling Lacka- 
| wanick, Lackawaneck, Lackawannuck, Lackawanny, Leghawanny. 
Later as the historians began their records the spelling “Lacka- 
/ wanna” was adopted. It’s origin was of Indian derivation, meaning 


_ “The forks of a stream.” 


The Delaware Purchase 
Further we may well remember that what is known as the 
F Delaware purchase was the territory west of the Delaware River to 
' within 10 miles of the Susquehanna River, making a line between it 
4 and the Susquehanna purchase, running between now Dunmore and 
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Seranton through Scott and Abington along the upper waters of 
Tunkhannock, Meshoppen and Wyalusing to near the village of 
Athens at Tioga Point. A portion of the Delaware purchase being 
in Dunmore while Providence and Abington were in Susquehanna 
‘purchase. 

Before the formation of Lackawanna County the territory known 
as such comprised the following townships and boroughs: Provi- 
dence (Connecticut 1788), Abington 1806, Greenfield 1816, Covington 
1818, Blakely 1818, Carbondale 1831, Jefferson 1836, Lackawanna 
1838, Benton 1838, Newton 1844, Fell 1845, Scott 1846, Hyde Park 
1852, Springfield 1853, Slocum 1854, Waverly 1854, Scranton 1856, 
Dunmore 1862. 

The city of Carbondale was incorporated in 1851 and the city 
of Scranton in 1866. | 


Early Settlers 


While a complete list of the early settlers has never been recorded 
it is well to record here the names of those who are known to have 
been the first to settle in the northern part of Luzerne County. 

In Providence: Isaac Tripp, 1771, Timothy Keys, Solomon 
Hocksey, St. John (the last three with Isaac Tripp, UI, killed by the 
Indians), Andrew Hickman, John DeWitt, Gideon Baldwin, Christo- 
pher Avery, to be followed by the Bayleys, Athertons, Lutts and 
Griffins. 

In Slocum Hollow: (Dark Hollow, along the Roaring Brook, 
early known as “Guliy Creek.) Philip Abbott, 1788, John Howe, 
1790, Ebenezer and Benjamin Slocum, 1784-1806, Reuben Taylor, 
1789, Stephen Gwin and others. 

Hyde Park: Joseph Fellows and William Bishop, 1794-5, A. 
Heermans, Dolphs and Merrifields. 

Dunmore: William Allsworth, Asa Cobb, A. Coursen, Philip 
Swartz and Isaac Dolph. 

Abington (Ebbington): Ephraim Leach, John Miller, 1802, 
William Clark, 1800, Jonathan Hall, 1798, George Bailey, John 
Briggs, Samuel ‘Hall, Robert Reynolds, Capwell Brothers, Ezra Dean, 
later Tellinghasts and James Stone. 


Early Postmasters 
Early postmasters were: Unionville, Benjamin Slocum, 1811; 
(later moved to Providence); John Vaughan, Jr., Abington, John 
Miller, 1811. Hyde Park, William Merrifield, 1832. The Blakely 
postoffice was established in 1824 after coal was discovered in Car- 
bondale. 
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The population of Luzerne County in 1790 (first census) was 
recorded as 4,904, while the population of the town of Providence 
in 1800 was 579, it was increased to 1,169 in 1830, and after the bor- 
ough of Providence was formed it had increased to 1,396. In 1850 
the combined population of the boroughs of Scranton and Providence 
was recorded as 7,143. 

For ready reference I quote here a list of burgesses of Provi- 
dence, Hyde Park and Scranton up to the time of consolidation and 
the incorporation of the city of Scranton, with a population of about 
50,000. 


Early Burgesses 


Providence: N. D. Green, 1850: A. B. Dunning, 1851-52; 
Sanford Grant, 1853; E. Leach, 1854; Daniel Silkman, 1860; and 
Theodore Von Storch, 1861-66. 

Hyde Park: Joseph Fellows, 1854-55: A. P. Finch, 1856; 
William Smith, 1857; Joseph Fellows, II, 1858: Rk. Heermans, 
1859-60; J. T. Fellows, 1861: E, Heermans, 1862: Thomas Howell, 
1863; and E. Heermans, 1864-66. 

Scranton: Joseph Slocum, 1856; George Sanderson, 1857; 
George W. Scranton, 1858; William H. Pior; 1859-60; L. S. Fuller, 
1861; Frederick Fuller, 1862; A. L. Horn, 1863; George Sanderson, 
1864; James Rutheven, 1865, and J. W. Gregory, 1866. 

So far we have attempted to show the gradual development of the 
early settlement of this region without dwelling upon the two major 
events in its history. Namely: The founding of Scranton and the 
later establishment of Lackawanna County. Much has been written 
regarding these two events which now it seems best to review and 
record here. 


Formative Period 


From 1800 to 1840, a period we might call a formative one was 
Subject to many vicissitudes: The early attempt of the Slocums and 
others to use iron ore and the invention of the Fell grate that brought 
it into more general use, the explorations of William Henry, the 
geologist, in 1833-34, and the coming of Henry W. Drinker in 1838, 
which stimulated further attempts to develop these two commodities, 
drawing the attention for Slocum Hollow from Dunmore and 
Providence and adjacent territory which many had thought possessed 
greater advantages for a future city. 


| Origin of Iron Industry 
In 1841, when the manufacturing of iron with anthracite really 
began to look promising Col. George W. Scranton spent the entire 
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Summer here. He had been preceded by his brother, Selden T. 
Scranton, and William Henry, and later followed by Philip H. Mattes, 
Simon Ward, William W. Manners, D. F. Mattes, Sanford Grant and 
others. After three successive failures, it was not until the forma- 
tion of the limited partnership of Scrantons and Grant on September 
3, 1843, that the iron industry began to assume proportions. In 1845 
Joseph H. Scranton, who resided in Georgia, came and purchased the 
interest of Mr. Grant. Through him, Joseph C. Platt, of Connecticut, 
came, who in 1846 succeeded Mr. Grant as purchasing agent of 
Scrantons and Grant. Then on November 7, 1846, the name of the 
firm was changed to Scrantons & Platt, with George W. Scranton, 
Selden T. Scranton, Joseph C. Platt with Joseph H. Scranton as 
general partners, and Phillip H. Mattes, Edward Mowry and John 
Howland _as special partners with additional capital subscribed mak- 
ing a total capital of $115,000. On November 11, leading financiers 
of New York, including William E. Dodge, Anson G. Phelps and 
others, subscribed for additional stock as special partners making the 
total subscription of stock $250,000. 


Confidence in Future 

Joseph H. Scranton became a permanent resident in June, 1847. 
Col. George W. Scranton removed here from Oxford June 21, 1848. 
In the Fall of 1847 the capital of Scrantons & Platt was increased to 
$400,000. The confidence in these men was so great that men of 
means and prominence soon gathered about them and on March 10, 
1853, a special charter was granted to Scrantons & Platt to reorganize 
under the name of the Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company with a 
capital of $800,000. From that time on this company became one 
of the most flourishing companies of the country. 

With this brief summary we can gain some idea of the events 
which followed the promotion and building of the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna & Western Railroad. 

Withdrawing in 1847 from the active management of the Lacka- 
wanna Iron & Coal Company, George W. Scranton assumed the 
initiative in securing a better outlet for their increasing product, 
which had become more and more imperative. There had been 
several attempts to form companies to build railroads through the 
Leggett’s Gap and Cobb’s Gap and one charter had been granted to 
Dr. Andrew Bedford, of Waverly, and others for a road through 
Leggett’s Gap. These gaps were the most natural outlets through the 
mountains, one to reach the Erie Railroad at Binghamton through 
Leggett’s Gap. The one through Leggett’s Gap had been under con- 
sideration for some years and Dr. Andrew Bedford, of Waverly, and 
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others had secured a charter in 1832, which had been renewed every 
five years through the efforts and personal expense of the doctor. 
The last renewal had been made in 1847 so that when Colonel 
Scranton and his associates of the Lackawanna Iron & Coal Company 
decided to secure the necessary legislation to enable them to build 
the railroad they naturally included Dr. Bedford in the enterprise. 
The organization of the company was effected on December 30, 1850, 
with George W. Scranton as president. This was a herculean task, 
but Colonel Scranton with his commanding personality, integrity and 
zeal won the day. 

Scranton, with a population of about 100 in 1840, had increased 
in 1860.to about 10,000, when the agitation for a city charter began. 


When the incorporation of the city of Scranton was effected on 
April 23, 1866, by the consolidation of the three boroughs of Hyde 
Park, Providence and Scranton, the fact that Dunmore was not 
included has been surpassingly strange to me. With its southern and 
_ western borders well within the territory of Scranton it seems it 
would have been the natural thing to do. This action has no doubt 
retarded the esprit de corps of a growing and progressive city and 
would have for all time assured its rank among the second class cities 
of the Commonwealth. 


The following is the first official roster of the city with its 12 
wards. The Council met in the old Washington Hall. Mayor, E. S. 
M. Hill; treasurer, F. Schrader; city attorney, E. N. Willard; chief 
of police, T. Mayo Barrett. 


Select Council of 12 members: Chairman, S. G. Oram; clerk, 
E. N. Willard. 


Members: Dr. Henry Roberts, F. B. Marsh, S. G. Oram, A. B. 
Stevens, E. Heermans, Patrick Mahon, P. Scanlon, S. Shopland, 
Alfred Hand, Maurice Tauer, Jacob Robinson and Darby Melvin. 


Common Council 

Common Council of 24 members: Chairman, Joseph H. Gunster ; 
clerk, Charles DuPont Breck. 

Members: George Griffin, H. O. Silkman, David E. Evans, T. E. 
Geddes, P. Gallagher, Lawrence Toomey, Paul Jones, George Graber, 
Thomas Watkins, Patrick Welsh, James Brogan, F. W. Watson, John 
T. Walsh, Joseph H. Gunster, W. P. Connell, T. F.-Hurst, Charles 
Schlager, Adam Koch, Joseph Westhauser, George Hartman, John 
Walters, Michael Corbett and John Walsh. 

The first officials of the Mayor’s court were: Marshal, Peter 
Nallin; district attorney, James Mahon; clerk, F. L. Hitchcock. 
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The City Hall was built at its present site in 1898. During the 
period from 1866 to 1878, the city showed many improvements, a 
gradual increase in population, with the iron and coal industry 
leading. 





Growth Comes Quickly 

After 1880 came the development of paved streets, electric street 
cars, telephones, construction of sewers, school houses and churches. 
Soon the suburban sections caught the spirit of improvements and 
homes were built to meet the demands of the increasing population, 
so that, after 40 years of material prosperity and growth, we may 
claim a new and flourishing city occupying the honored place of the 
third in the Commonwealth. 

From 1839 unti! 1878 we see the psychology of human progress. 
New forces were at work, men of great experience and finance came. 
Merchants, lawyers and doctors settled here, industries sprang up, 
and Slocum Hollow spreading her wings in its changing names of 
“Harrison,” “Lackawanna Iron Works,” “Scrantonia,” became 
Scranton. Men like the Scrantons, Grants, Henrys, Platts and 
Throops were giants in their day. The center of population gradually 
drifted more to Scranton than to Providence. 

During this period of expansion there was manifested much 
uneasiness in business, especially in legal matters, by the ineconven- 
ience and expense of going to W iflkes-Barre, the county seat. Dis- 
Satisfaction grew and like a snow ball, from a mere handful of snow 
to a huge ball, the sentiment for a new county grew. 
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Move for a New County 
In 1878, the final contest was fought. Pride and political opposi- 
tion from the lower part of the county had to be overcome. Bills 
were passed by the State Legislature only to meet with defeat. A 
bill in 1863 prohibiting the erection of further counties except by a 
majority of 3,000, was passed. 

An election was held under the provisions of this bill and the 
| proposition was defeated by a majority of 3,000. Great gloom per- 
vaded the camp of the proponents, and for several years little was 
| heard about a new county. 

Then in July, 1878, the Governor was prevailed upon to call 

another election on August 13, 1878. At this election a total vote 
cast was 9,615; of which 7,629 voted for and 1,986 against. The 
returns were promptly sent to Harrisburg and August 21, 1878, the 
Governor issued a proclamation confirming the election and naming 
the new county, “Lackawanna County’’"—the 67th in the Common- 
wealth. 
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Well does the writer remember the story of this long and bitter 
fight related by Col. F. L. Hitchcock. In the honor roll of those who 
fought the good fight may be found Joseph Griffin, (first representa- 
tive), Hon. William Merrifield and Hon. A. B. Dunning, (later 
representative), A. H .McKune, E. N. Willard, F. W. Gunster, Col. 
F. L. Hitchcock, John E. Barrett, Edward Merrifield, Dr. B. H. 
Throop, John H. Powell, A. H. Winton, William, H. Monies, T. V. 
Powderly, Cornelius Smith, Hon. Alfred Hand, Lewis Pughe, J. A. 
Seranton, Col. U. G. Schoonmaker, C. H. Wells and J. H. Burns. 


It was not long after this victory that steps were taken to build 
a Courthouse. The cornerstone was laid on May 25, 1882, with fitting 
ceremonies and the building was completed in 1883. 

After the victory arose the question of organization, which not 
only caused delay but a bitter strife in the erection of the court, 
which was not settled until October 24, 1878. 





Early Troubles 

Cornelius Comegys, Esq., in his most excellent book, ‘The 
Mayors of Carbondale,” his paper on “The Early Courts of Scranten 
and Lackawanna County,’ and his more recent articles in the 
Lackawanna Jurist, has not only made clear the procedure adopted, 
‘but made a permanent historical record for all time. From these we 
deduce the following: At first this jurisdiction was confined to 
Carbondale, but was later extended to the townships of Fell, Green- 
field and Scott. The first recorder of the mayor’s court of Carbondale 
was William Jessup, who presided however, at only one term of court. 
‘He was father of the late Hon. William H. Jessup, himself a judge, 
who practiced law in Scranton and grandfather of William H. Jessup, 
'Jdr., a member of the Lackawanna Bar. 


End of Carbondale Court 


Judge Jessup was succeeded as recorder by Judge John N. 
Conyngham, who for 30 years or so was president judge of Luzerne 
County. Mr. Comegys pays a very warm tribute to Judge Conyng- 
‘ham who, he said “filled the judicial office with dignity and 
intelligence and without reproach giving practically his entire time 
-and attention to the discharge of his judicial duties.’ Carbondale 
had several lawyers before the advent of the mayor’s court. The first 
of these was William Wurts, one of the founders of the city. Others 
| were D. N. Lathrop, Lewis Jones, F. M. Crane, Amzi Wilson, Samuel 
Hodgson, H. B. Burnham, Alfred Darte, P. Byrne, P. Ci Gritman, ¥, 
Saxton and G. W. Perkins. He states that: ‘“‘The court died by con- 
stitutional prescription in 1875.” 
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The Mayor’s Court of Scranton had jurisdiction much the same 
as that of the Carbondale Court, at first confined to Scranton, later 
extended to nearby townships. Judge Conyngham was the first 
recorder. Court opened on October 1, 1866, on the third floor of a 
building (the lower floor of which was then used as a drug store and 
known as Chittenden’s Drug Store at 519 and 521 Lackawanna 
avenue). Chittenden’s Drug Store still lingers although the court has 
long since become but a memory. 

“Among the lawyers who practiced at the Mayor’s Court of 
Scranton, were Lewis Jones, J. Marion Alexander, E. S. M. Hill, 
David R. Randall, David Rankin, W. G. Ward, Samuel Sherrard, 
Edward Merrifield, George Sanderson, Ezra B. Chase, Edward N. 
Willard, David C. Harrington, Alfred Hand, F. L. Hitchcock, John 
Handley, A. H. Winton, Frederick Fuller, C. H. Wells, Charles du 
Pont Breck, Francis D. Collins and Augustus Chase. 


Two Members Survive 


“There are few now living in Scranton who can recall many of 
them. In fact, there are only two who may have a distinct recol- 
lection of them all, the one because he was a deputy marshal of the 
court, the other because he was a deputy clerk of the court. Though of 
humble position then, these two men are now, in the opinion of many, 
the two leading citizens in the muncipal life of the city of Scranton, 
the Hon. L. A. Watres, owner of the Scranton Republican; the other, 
the editor and proprietor of the Scranton Times, Edward J. Lynett.” 


Bentley Court 


“At first the recorder of the court was appointed. Later it 
developed that Judge Conyngham could not legally act as recorder. 
He was succeeded by Lewis Jones, who served a single term. After 
him came W. G. Ward. 


_ “Wiping out the Mayor’s Court of Scranton and Carbondale, in 
1875, proved an incentive for new agitation for a new county. The 
act providing for the incorporation of the county was drafted by 
Edward Merrifield. Governor Hartranft believing that the new 
county act had also created a new judicial district, appointed Benja- 
min Bentley, a Williamsport lawyer, president of the courts of the 
county. The County Commissioners designated the Tripp block, 
Wyoming avenue and Linden street, later known as the St. Cloud 
hotel, as the Courthouse. The Bentley Court was organized 
September 2, 1878. The session was the first and only one of the 
Bentley Court. 
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“A petition of mandamus was presented to the Supreme Court 
which decreed that no new judicial district had been created by the 
new county act. Judges Harding, Handley and Stanton were directed 
to organize the courts of the county. This they proceeded to do on 
October 24, 1878. The Courthouse however, had been changed from 
the Tripp building to Washington Hall, corner of Penn and Lacka- 
wanna avenues. There the sessions of the court were held until the 
erection of the new Courthouse. The following year the Legislature 
corrected the commission so far as the creation of a new judicial dis- 
trict was concerned. Judge Handley became the first president judge 
of the Lackawanna County Court.” 


Pioneer Lawyers 


It will be of interest to note the names of the lawyers admitted 
to the Bar of Lackawanna County at its inception, who are now 
_ living. 


On March 24, 1884, the Courthouse was completed and opened 
for business. 


During the time from August 21, 1878, when the county was 
founded, until 1886, about 225 lawyers were admitted to the Lacka- 
wanna County Bar. Some of these had been members of the Luzerne 
County Bar. Here is an interesting fact,.and well worth recording, 
that of the number admitted at that time, there are, as far as I can 
find, only about 30 now living. Their names and date of admission 
are as follows: 


H. H. Coston, October 24, 1878; H. A. Knapp, October 24, 1878; 
5S. B. Price, October 24, 1878;- T. E. Wells, October 24, 1878; H. N. 
Patrick, October 24, 1878; L. A. Watres, December, 1878; W. Gay- 
lord Thomas, February 3, 1879; Isaac Platt Hand; February 24, 1879; 
W. A. Wilcox, January 16, 1880; P. W. Partridge, April 12, 1880; 
E. C. Newcomb, April 12, 1880; KE. F. Chamberlin, April 15, 1880; 
A. L. Baker, October 4, 1880; C. H. Soper, January 16, 1881; W. W. 
Mulholland, January 16, 1882; M. G. Munley, April 17, 1882; R. L. 
Burnett, October 14, 1882; T. B. Hoban, October 14, 1882; T. F. 
Penman, October 25, 1882; R. H. Holgate, October 31, 1882; 
W. B. Gritman, January 14, 1883; B. F. Killam, April 21, 1883; John 
P. Kelly, April 23, 1883; Cornelius Comegys, October 1, 1883; M. F. 
Sando, October 13, 1883; James J. O’Neill, April 17, 1884; J. W. 
Allworth, October 2, 1884; Joseph O’Brien, ‘April 6, 1885; R. H. 
Patterson, November 23, 1885. 
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First County Officers 

First officers appointed by Governor Hartranft, August 21, 1878, 
were: 

Sheriff, A. B. Stevens; prothonotary, F. L. Hitchcock; clerk of 
court, J. B. Thomas; recorder, A. M. Renshaw; treasurer, W. H. 
Monies; register, J. L. Lee; surveyor, P. M. Walsh; coroner, L. 
Schimpff; district attorney, F. W. Gunster; county commissioners, 
H. F. Barrett, Dennis Turney; auditor, E. J. Lynett; jury commis- 
sioner, M. Gilroy. 

Thus, from a mere hamlet in 1800, uninviting to the settler be- 
cause of its dense forests, rocks and swamps, to 1884, when the 
Courthouse was dedicated, there was developed here a cosmopolitan 
city. From a small blast furnace to a state wide steel industry, from 
the discovery of iron and coal to a capital of the anthracite world. 

While iron and coal, as it has been said, was the mainspring of 
its growth, the character of its settlers and founders has determined 
its proud position today. 

Every resident of the city and countty should feel justly proud. 
The magnificent buildings and homes that grace our city, the far 
flung region to the East and West occupied by thrifty people, and 
here and there beautiful homes and estates, all attest progress and 
prosperity. 

Bibliography 

The following volumes are devoted to the history of the county 
and region: 

“Indian Place Names in Pennsylvania,” by Dr. George P. 
Donehoo; “Indian Chiefs of Pennsylvania,” by C. Hale Sipe; 
“History of Wyoming,” by Charles Miner; “History of Wyoming,” 
by Isaac A. Chapman; “Wyoming History,” by Dr. George Peck: 
“Annals of Luzerne County,” by Stewart Pearce: “History of 
Lackawanna Valley,” by Dr. N. Hollister: “A Half Century in 
Scranton,” by Dr. B. H. Throop; “Reminiscences of the Early History 
of Scranton,” by Joseph C. Platt; “Wyoming and Lackawanna 
Valleys,” by J. ‘A. Clark; “The Territory of Scranton Prior to the 
Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company,” by Edward Merrifield; “The 
Foundries of Scranton,” by Edward Merrifield; “Early Land Titles 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania,” by W. A. Wilcox, Esq.; “A Connecti- 
eut Town and County in Pennsylvania, 1774-1782,” by Oscar J. 
Harvey, Esq.; “History of Scranton,” by F. L. Hitchcock: “History 
of Lackawanna County,” by Thomas F. Murphy; “City’s Danger and 
Defense,” by Dr. S. C. Logan. 


Published by The Scranton Sun. “ 
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THE ROARING BROOK 


From Moosic’s lofty mountain side, 
There flowed a gentle brook, 

Which man could easily bestride,— 
With fishing-rod and hook. 


But further down its winding course, 
Fed by the rain and snow, 

It broke its banks with mighty force, 
Upon the rocks below. 


From purling stream to torrents roar,— 
The cragged rocks divide,— 

And form a chasm on either shore, 
That warns the man betide. 
QE 

Here ancient redman made his home, 
And launched his swift canoe, 

And fought his foes from lofty dome, 
All through the glens below. 


Sometimes they sought the hidden cove, 
Free from the lightning’s blast, 

Where hidden by a friendly grove, 
They could repair at last. 


They found the bear and fleety deer, 
Much game and crafty fish, 

And broiled their meats on spigots here, 

That filled the steaming dish. 


* * * 


Along this brook that nature made, 
We find our Nay Aug falls, 
Amid the rocks and silent shade,— 
Far-flung from Indian calls. 


So once again through mossy fens, 

We nature’s haunts pursue, 
Explore her coves and rocky glens, 

And fountains breaking through. 


And flowers wild along the vale, 
And birds in bowers nigh, 

And rippling brooks that never fail,— 
To please the ear and eye. 
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LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Written for Thomas F. Murphy’s “History of Lackawanna County’’) 


FTER many years of agitation Lackawanna County was finally 
established on August 21, 1878. This not only resulted in the 
withdrawal of all Court proceedings pertaining to Lackawanna 
Valley from Wilkes-Barre, but, brought in a new historical equation. 
Sharing for years the great inheritance of historic lore that centered 
at Wyoming, the new county, without disparaging the historic values 


of the former, proudly began to cultivate her own resources of 
history and science. 


Inasmuch as many of its early settlers were descendants of the 
pioneer families of Wyoming as well as immigrants from New Eng- 
land, made it possible for the new county to express itself in a 
concrete way, and build an enduring history. As one has said, “One 
of the glorys of our age, is, that through the universal diffusion of 
popular education ** by the free libraries and literature of the world 
accessable to all. ** we are able to create a taste for all things whole- 
Some and good,” and “a knowledge of the principles of human action 
is recognized today as a most valuable part of historic lore.” 


The citizens of Scranton who in 1885 decided to organize a 
historical society had a right to think “that every city and county 
should have its history written with some detail for the use of its 
people and schools.” Surely, a society which, in so many ways 
through its collections, its library, its lectures and publications, is 
ever increasing such knowledge, has a right to exist. 

On November 26, 1885, appeared in the Scranton Pepe" 
the following call:— 


TO THE PUBLIC: 


The importance of the fossil flora of the coal measures to 
scientific research, the value of studious collections, and the necessity 
of the preservation of specimens are plainly apparent to the general 
public. No organized effort exists to centralize and locate collections 
and specimens in this vicinity, and it is eminently proper that a 
locality so rich and fruitful in deposit should organize a representa- 
tive institution. 


In order that this very worthy purpose may be accomplished. 
it is proposed to form a Natural Science and Historical Association: 
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and a meeting of interested citizens is hereby called to consider the 
question at the Scranton Board of Trade rooms on Friday evening, 


November 27th. The public is invited. 


Respectfully, 


J. A. PRICE, 

A. W. DICKSON, 

A. L. BAKER, 
JAMES H. TORREY, 
5S. B. PRICE, 
EDWARD JONES, 

H. M. Bolgs, 

D. N. GREEN, 
EDWARD B. STURGES, 
FRED W. GUNSTER, 
J. F. SNYDER, 

N. 8. DAVIS, 
THOMAS D. DAVIES, 
JOHN T. WILLIAMS, 
R. G. BRooKS, 


DAVID SPENCER, 

fk}. A. HEERMANS, 
G. W. PHILLIPS, 
Wm. T. SMITH, 

S. C. LOGAN, 

C. E. CHITTENDEN, 
I, F. EVERHART, 

M. R. WALTER, 

F. L. BRown, 
GEORGE A. JESSUP, 
E. S. JACKSON, 
Rost. D. SCHIMPFF, 
G. L. DICKSON, 

Je ts, POATT 

S. H. Moore, 





C. L. R. WHEELER, 


At a meeting held on December 11, 1885, temporary officers and 
committees were elected: Col. J. A. Price, Chairman, and C. L. R. 
Wheeler, Secretary. 


On permanent organization: Col. J. A. Price, Alex. W. Dickson, 
Alfred Hand, W. T. Smith, D. N. Green, Dr. J. E. O’Brien and 
C. L. R. Wheeler. 


Trustees: Col. J. A. Price, Wm. Connell, Alex W. Dickson, 
Dr. B. H. Throop and Alfred Hand. 


On charter and by-laws: Alfred Hand, F. W. Gunster, E. B. 
Sturgis, W. A. Wilcox and J. H. Torrey. 


The committee on charter were instructed to include all mem- 
bers signing the charter before it is granted, as charter members. 

The name of the society as adopted was the “Lackawanna Insti- 
tute of History and Science,” and the annual dues to be $5.00. 

At the next meeting held in March 11, 1886, a permanent organ- 
ization was effected and the following officers and trustees were 
elected: Col. J. A. Price, President; Rev. S. C. Logan, First Vice 
President; Col. H. M. Boies, Second Vice President; Joseph C. Platt, 
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Treasurer; R. D. Schimpff, Secretary; W. A. Wilcox, Corresponding 
Secretary. Trustees: Col. J. A. Price, William Connell, Alex. W. 
Dickson, Dr. B. H. Throop and Alfred Hand. 


The committee on charter reported that the same had been filed 
under the date of February 27, 1886, and granted by Judge R. W. 
Archbald on March 4, 1836. 


The committee on by-laws submitted a form of by-laws which 
were adopted. 

The trustees reported that 465 members had signed the charter. 
Thus briefly, is shown the formation of this most worthy institution, 
the accomplishment of which, reflects great credit upon Col. Price 
and his associates. | 


The Development 


In the summer of 1886 the society had grown in membership 
to over 500, and a large number of books, pamphlets and specimens 
had been donated. There being no place for their exhibition, steps 
were taken to secure rooms in the Court House. A committee was 
appointed, with Dr. L. M. Gates, as chairman, to confer with the 
County Commissioners. Finally unfurnished rooms were secured in 
the Court House, provided the society furnish them at its own 
expense, with the understanding that the Commissioners would 
refund the money to the society if it vacated the rooms in five years. 


The expense of fitting up the rooms for occupancy amounted to 
$886.34. On October 9, 1886, the rooms being finished, the society 
moved in. Mr. C. L. R. Wheeler had been previously elected curator 
at a salary of $50.00 per month. 


It was not until 1896 that a compromise settlement was made 
with the County Commissioners at $600.00. The library and speci- 
mens were removed from the Court House in 1892. 


It is estimated that the library at this time contained nearly 3500 
books and pamphlets and about 1500 specimens, which with col- 
lections of Mr. Wheeler’s and others on exhibition represented an 
equipment well deserving the attention of the citizens of Scranton. 
The year of 1887 was an active one. Noted speakers addressed the 
society, and the society issued several publications. One of its most 
valuable assets was made this year. 


On June 15th, Mr. Edward Jones of Archbald, reported the gift 
of Col. C. B. Hackley of one acre of ground at Archbald containing 
the famous Pot Hole, and on September 12th, the same year, Col. 
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Hackley made a further gift of $500.00 for a wall about the Pot Hole 
and other improvements. 


It was after this was done that the society made its first visit 
to the Pot Hole, a picture of which has lately been presented to the 
society by Mr. James A. Lansing. 


During this year (1887) the society secured the services of Prof. 
J. C. Branner, State Geologist of Indiana, Prof. Joseph P. Lesley, 
State Geologist of Pennsylvania, and Prof. W. R. Dudley, Botanist, 
at Cornell University, to conduct summer schools. 


In 1888 through dissatisfaction with the work of the Curator 
and increasing expenses the membership gradually declined. Mr. 
Wheeler resigned and the society began a period of curtailment which 
continued for several years. President Price died in 1892. It was 
during this period that the society decided to abandon the rooms in 
the Court House and store their Library and collections in the 
Albright and Green Ridge Libraries. This was a most fatal step 
on the part of the society and certainly reflects upon the public spirit 
and financial ability of a progressive community, for with such a 
foundation, it would seem, that without great sacrifice a structure 
could have been reared which today would be the glory of the entire 
valley of Lackawanna. 


Too much praise however, cannot be given the few men who 
continued to keep the fires burning. 


Reluctantly, Mr. Frank E. Platt accepted the presidency, after 
the death of Col. Price, and continued to look after the interests of 
the society until 1897. During his term of office two efforts were 
made to revive the institution. One in 1894, the other in 1896, which 
added materially and financially to its support. Mr. Platt and others 
sought to secure a permanent home for the institution without avail, 
and in 1897 declined to serve longer as president. Nevertheless, he 
continued an active member of the board until his death. 


No successor to Mr. Platt was elected until 1898, when Hon. 
Edward Merrifield was elected. The records are very meager regard- 
ing the work of the society from that period until 1914. Enough is 
recorded to show that Mr. Merrifield kept the society alive by his 
own personality, holding meetings in his own office and wherever 
he could obtain places. The Library and collections were removed to 
the Everhart Museum in 1915. Local speakers were secured for 
these meetings and much credit is due him for his devotion to the 
society, and his two addresses recorded and published which 
furnished the society with historic material second to none. 
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In 1914, Mr. Merrifield called a general meeting for reorganiza- 
tion which met in the rooms of the Scranton Board cf Trade. Many 
former members of the society with others attended this meeting. 
At this time the present secretary became a member of the society. 
A permanent organization with 135 members was effected and the 
following officers elected: Edward Merrifield, President; Col. F. L. 
Hitchcock, Vice President; R. N. Davis, Secretary; W. M. Marple, 
Treasurer. 

Meetings were held frequently and good speakers were secured. 
Excursions to various points of interest jn the Wyoming and Lacka- 
wanna Valleys were made and hopes revived. Mr. Merrifield died in 
1918 and Col. F. L. Hitchcock became president. His untiring zeal 
kept the society before the public. Alert and resourceful, and a force- 
ful speaker he was always prepared to speak on historical] Subjects. 
The membership however began to fall off. In 1921 when the present 
secretary was elected, the membership was one life member, Mr. 
George H. Catlin, one honorary member, Mr. Christopher Wren and 
about sixty regular members. Through the cooperation of the officers 
and trustees the charter was amended and the name changed from 
the “Lackawanna Institute of History and Science” to the ““Lacka- 
wanna Historical Society,” and efforts were made tv increase the 
membership; lectures were delivered, excursions revived and inter- 
esting meetings held. 

Upon the death of President Hitchcock in 1924, Col. L. A. Watres 
was elected president. Since that time the membership has increased 
to over 180 and renewed interest shown. The library which had been 
stored so many years has been revived and moved into offices in the 
County Bank Building. A large number of books have been donated 
and valuable books purchased. New records are being made so that 
the members and friends of the society may find ready materia] for 
their use. More than 20 life members have been elected. For some 
time interest has been growing for a permanent home for the 
society. j | 
Thus has been shown how much has depended upon the person- 
ality of its officers, but no institution like this can hope to do 
its best work by relying upon one or two men. Cooperation, the 
mainspring of true progress, is necessary. This has been realized 
during the last two years and the officers and trustees are planning 
greater things in the near future. 
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1681272 
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE FIRST FOUR PRESIDENTS 
OF LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


(Published in Scranton Republican) 








First President 
COL. JOHN AIMAN PRICE 
1886—1892 


f hie character and personality of the presidents of the Lackawanna 

Historical Society, formerly the Lackawanna Institute of His- 
tory and Science, have been most noteworthy. Their intellectual and 
vital relationship to the history of Lackawanna Valley and their 
devotion and leadership being unquestioned, it seems fitting to record 
here an appropriate testimonial to their memory. 


“Their honor proof to price or gold, 
Their manhood never bought or sold.” 


Colonel Price was born in Irvington, New Jersey, January 12s 
1842. At an early age he removed to West Pittston, Pa., and later 
entered Brown University where he was educated. While there he 
enlisted in a Rhode Island regiment and saw service at the front 
during the Civil War. After an honorable discharge he came to 
Scranton in 1866 and in 1867 became associated with Mr. DeWitt 
Swan in the wholesale lumber business under the firm name of Swan 
& Price. On the death of Mr. Swan, Mr. John Howarth, a brother- 
in-law of Col. Price, entered the firm and the name was changed to 
Price & Howarth which continues to this day. 

On October 23, 1867, Col. Price married Miss Kate E. Gaston by 
whom he had one daughter who married Mr. Franklin Henshaw. 

Col. Price died suddenly on August 2, 1892, in the prime of life 
while active in the various public enterprises to which he had devoted 
his time and energies. He was a man of probity, urbanity and per- 
sonality which won for him a high position among the citizens of 
Scranton, and his untimely death was a shock to the entire com- 
munity. 


For twenty-six years he had labored for the upbuilding of his 
beloved city. His ability as a public speaker was second to none. 
No forward movement lacked his support. During the years of 1884, 
1885 and 1886 he was president of the Scranton Board of Trade and 
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made that institution a large factor in the growth of the city. While 
president he represented that body in the Nationa! conferences at 
Washington and was one of its influential speakers. In 1885 he be- 
came one of the chief promoters in the organization of the 
Lackawanna Institute of History and Science, and in 1886 became 
its first president, which office he held until the day of his death. 
Col. Price was also conspicuous in other enterprises and was instru- 
mental in bringing Mr. J. A. Lansing and Mr. E. C. Fuller to this city 
who reorganized the Scranton Stove Works, and became its president. 

He was an active member of the American Society of Mechanics, 
the Engineers Society of Inventors, and the International Geological 
Society. Author of a number of pamphlets, among which are, “The 
Utilization of Culm in Agriculture,” “The Abolition of the Credit 
System,” and the ‘Postal Telegraph.” One of his last public 
addresses was “In Memory of Our Departed Heroes,” which was 
delivered at Montrose, Pa., May 30, 1892. 

I know of no more fitting testimonial than that which the 


‘Trustees of the Lackawanna Institute of History and Science, unani- 


mously adopted on August 4, 1892, on the announcement of his death, 
which is as follows: 

“The Trustees of the Lackawanna Institute of History and 
Science have learned with great regret and sorrow of the death of 
Col. J. A. Price, the first and only President the Institute has had. 

“As Trustees we wish to place on record our appreciation of his 
Services in the cause of local history and science by his energetic and 
earnest work in the founding of this Institute; by his broadminded 
liberal advocacy of all things pertaining to the public welfare of the 
city and region in which he dwelt. We recognize that notwithstand- 
ing the pressure of his business duties he gave liberally of his time, 
his talents and his means to aid, to foster and to encourage the 


spread of literary and scientific culture. 


“We dwell with pleasure upon the fact that the Institute was 
largely a creature of his founding and that his name will be worthily 
linked with its fortunes as long as it shall endure. 

“With these thoughts in our minds we feel that we have lost an 
active, energetic, public spirited associate. A man with char- 
acteristics, unfortunately rare in the world, which would be better 
if more took the same keen interest in the welfare of their fellow 
men that he did. 

“Therefore: 


“Resolved, that we deeply recret his loss and tender to his family 
our sympathy in the time of bereavement. 
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Second President 
FRANK ELBERT PLATT 
1894—-1897 


R. PLATTS family stands out among the early settlers of 
Scranton. His father, Joseph C. Platt, member of the old firm 
of Scrantons and Platt, was a pioneer in the iron and steel industry 
here. The old Scrantons and Platt mill building, built in 1850-51, 
now occupied by Jewell-Benton Rug Company, on Mattes street, was 
erected by them and still stands as a witness to their enterprise. In 
Joseph C. Platt’s reminiscences, written in 1886 and published in 
1889, may be found a most interesting account of those early days. 

The old homestead located at the foot of the hill west of Ridge 
Row, (Platt’s Place was named after him), was torn down when the 
Spruce street bridge was constructed. 

. He was one of the original organizers of the Lackawanna 

Institute of History and Science and at his death, in 1887, his son, 
Frank E. Platt, became an energetic member of the society, and con- 
tributed greatly to its success. He was one of the chief supporters 
of Colonel Price during his administration, and upon hi: death, in 
1892, became the logical leader, but through modesty, refused to 
accept the presidency of the society. 

In 1894, because of the fast ebbing interest of the members, he 
reluctantly accepted the position of president. In 1896, through his 
efforts, the society was again revived, and he continued to keep the 
fires burning until the right man was found in the person of Edward 
Merrifield, Esq. 

I am indebted to Mr. Joseph C. Platt, II, for the following notes 
from the history of the Platt family: 

Frank Elbert Platt, coal operator and financier, was born at 
Scranton, Pa., February 21, 1859, son of J. Curtis and Catherine S. 
(Scranton) Platt. His earliest paternal American ancestor was 
Frederick Platt, who came from England in 1670 and settled at 
Killingworth, Conn. ‘His wife was a Miss Fox of New London, and 
from them the line of descent is traced through their son, Obadiah, 
and his wife, Hannah Lane; their son, Captain Dan, and his wife, 
Jemima Pratt; their son Deacon Dan, and his wife, Catherine Lane; 
their son, Joseph Platt, and his wife, Lydia Pratt, who were the 
grandparents of Frank E. Flatt. | 

Frank E. Platt, the subject of this sketch, received his prelim- 
Inary education at Peekskill Military Academy. He was graduated 
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from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y., in 1879, with 
the degree B. S. in civil engineering. From the outset he was well 
versed in coal, iron and finance. Engaging in the iron business at 


-Clinton, N. Y., Cold Spring, N. Y., and Scranton, he gave practically 


his entire attention to the management of the blast furnaces in which 
he met with marked success. Following the death of his father, in 
1887, he assumed the duties incidental to the settlement of the family 
estate. He became treasurer, vice president and acting president ot 
the Scranton Coal and Iron Co., and a director in Scranton Coal Co., 
Elk Hill Coal and Iron Co., the Pine Hill Coal Co., the Scranton 
Electric Construction Co., the First National Bank, and the Lacka- 
wanna Trust Co., and vice president and trustee of the Pennsylvania 
State Oral School for the Deaf, of Scranton, Pa. He was a member 
of the University Club of New York, D. K. E. Club of New York, 
Country Club of Scranton and other clubs. He was an elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church. Politicallly he was a Republican. He 
found his chief recreation in golf and travel. A fine citizen, a 
forward-looking, energetic man, he displayed a fine sense of civic 
duty and was active and helpful in many undertakings for the better- 
ment and prosperity of the city in which his family had for so long 
been leaders. His heart was full of sympathy where sympathy was 
demanded, and many kindly deeds performed without ostentation, 
can be traced to him. He was married June 20, 1883, to Elizabeth S., 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Skinner, of Guilford, Conn. She 
survives him. He had four children, J. Curtis, assistant treasurer, 
Scranton Coal Co., Scranton; Philip, assistant director, Child Health 
Association, New York City; Leonard, with Pine Hill Collieries Co., 
Pottsville, Pa.; and the late Marjorie Platt. He died at Scranton, 
May 18, 1924. 


Third President 
EDWARD MERRIFIELD, ESQ. 
1898—1918 


DWARD MERRIFIELD, son of Hon. William Merrifield, one of 
our early settlers, was born in 1832 in Hyde Park. His grand- 
father, Robert Merrifield, was born in Columbia County, New York, 


in 1778, and in 1819 removed to Pennsylvania, settling in Providence 


Township, subsequently in Hyde Park. He died in 1855 at the age of 
elghty-seven years. 
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The Hon. William Merrifield was thirteen years old when the 
family removed to Pennsylvania in 1819. He assisted his father in 
clearing the land for the new home. Because of limited school ad- 
vantages his education was acquired by extensive reading and the 
improvement of his every opportunity, and later he became a teacher. 
While teaching in Wyoming he married Almira Swetland. Later he 
engaged in business in Centermoreland, Luzerne County. Finally he 
settled in Hyde Park where he was appointed its first postmaster, 
which office he held for ten years. When in 1837 it became evident 
that iron and coal was to form the basic industry of this section he 
became a joint owner of a large section of land which now constitutes 
the central part of Scranton and a large tract of land in Keyser 
Valley. His subsequent connection with William Henry and the 
Scrantons are well known. Much credit is due him for his service in 
the founding of Lackawanna County while a member of the legis- 
lature, and as president of the first Hyde Park Bank. He died in 
1877. 

His son, Edward Merrifield, followed in his father’s footsteps, 
and was fortunately equipped with a fine education at the Wyoming 
Seminary and the Oxford (New York) Academy. Having chosen 
the profession of law he later entered Judge MacCareney’s Law 
School in Easton, Pa., and later took up his studies in the offices of 
H. and C. E. Wright in Wilkes-Barre. 


For many years he was recognized as one of the leading lawyers 
of Lackawanna County and became the president of the Lackawanna 
Bar Association, which he held for several years. Mr. Merrifield’s 
name will always be associated with the establishing of Lackawanna 
County which he was largely instrumental in bringing about. With- 
out thought of personal profit or preferment he rendered an invalu- 
able service. His family’s early history, interwoven as it was with the 
inception of Slocum Hollow and the later growth of Scranton, led him 
in his later years to research work, through the Lackawanna Institute 
of History and Science, of which he became a charter member. He 
was frequently mentioned for public office including the nominee for 
Congress but through his adherence to the party of his fathers 
(Democratic) he lost out. Pride in the advancement of his native 
city was a notable characteristic of Mr. Merrifield, which is shown 
by his keen interest in the preservation of.old tradition and land- 
marks of this valley. He naturally became the historian of the valley, 
which led to his selection as the logical man for the presidency of 
the society, which he loved, when the duties of that office was laid 
down by Mr. Platt. 
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In 1914 he succeeded in reviving the society and again started 
it upon a successful history: His many newspaper articles and publi- 
cations attest his ability to name dates, places and incidents in local 
history which stamps him as one of the greatest historians of the 
valley; the dean of the local bar and the “Grand Old Man’ of 
Lackawanna. He died on Saturday, January 19, 1918, full of honors. 

His most noted contributions to local history are: “Luke Swet- 
land Captivity,” “Catherine Heermans Richardson,” “Scranton Prior 
to the Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company,” “The Founders of 
Scranton,” and the “Merrifield Map of Scranton in 1840.” 


Fourth President 
COL. FREDERICK L. HITCHCOCK 
1819-—1924 


OL. F. L. HITCHOCK was born at Waterbury, Conn., on April 

13, 1837. Scion of sturdy New England stock; educated in the 

public schools of his native city. He was strong in mind and body. 
He came to Scranton to build for himself a business career. 


On January 24, 1865, he married Miss Caroline N. Kingsbury, 
who still survives him. He died October 29, 1924. 


When Colonel Hitchcock passed to his final reward it closed the 
last chapter in the record of the charter members of the Board of 
Trade. His active life had covered practically the entire history of 
Scranton up to that time and as its honored citizen he left a record 
of loyal and progressive service. His promotion to rank of colonel 
near the close of the Civil War was well deserved because of his dis- 
tinguished service in the field where he had suffered several wounds 
in defense of his country. No one wore the uniform of the Grand 
Army of the Republic with greater pride than he. 

Previous to the war he had been a student in the law offices of 
Samuel Sherred, Esq., of Scranton, and Judge E. L. Dana, of Wilkes- 
Barre, and was admitted to the Luzerne County bar in 1860. After 
the war he returned to Scranton and began the practice of law and 
was active in every civil and commercial movement, giving largely 
of his time and ability. © 

He became identified in the incorporation of the city of Scranton 
in 1866 and was the first clerk of the mayor’s court. He was active 
among those who founded the County of Lackawanna in 1878 and 


BER OMCE LR AI Ae te PT ache 





31 


was a member of the commission to lay out and Survey the new 
county and was elected its first prothonotary. 


Colonel Hitchcock was a member of the old City Guards during 
the strikes of 1877 and was elected colonel of the Thirteenth Regiment 
which organized from it, retiring in 1888. 


He was one of the charter members of the Lackawanna Institute 
of History and Science when it was organized by Col. J. A. Price in 
1886, and the records show that he remained an active member until] 
the day of his death. The records of the early days of the city con- 
tain much regarding his services in every enterprise. No one 
doubted his devotion or patriotism. His heart and mind responded 
to the vision and courage of his fellow citizens. 


Colonel Hitchcock held several] positions of trust in the civil and 
commercial life of the city, Director of Public Works under Mayor 
Moir, City Treasurer under Mayor Dimmick in 1906, president of the 
Scranton Board of Trade in 1908-9. President of the Security 
Building and Savings Union, succeeding Mr. J. L. Crumford, Presi- 
dent of the Lackawanna Historica] Society, succeeding Edward 
' Merrifield, Esq., in 1918, and until his death. 


He rendered conspicuous services to his church and Masonic 
lodge; a natural historian; a fluent writer and popular speaker, he 
was frequently called upon by his fellow-citizens on public occasions 
and always responded with zeal and fitting words of wisdom. The 
history of our city and county was the field of his greatest research. 
His “History of Scranton” is unequalled. His “History of the Thir- 
teenth Regiment” was the product of military training and his book, 
“War From the Inside,” was drawn from personal experience. 


Such was our friend and esteemed citizen and the following 
quotation from the resolutions adopted by the Lackawanna Bar 
Association is a further evidence of the esteem in which he was 
held: 


“The passing of Colonel Hitchcock, the bar has lost one who up- 
held the highest standards of an advocate, the city has lost one 
unselfish worker for the best civic ideals, a patriot ever willing and 
ready to sacrifice self for the common weal.” 





NOTE: Upon the death of Colonel F. L, Puitehoock: Gele t. A: 
Watres was unanimously elected to succeed him and has become the 
leader in the present aggressive work being carried on by the 
society. 
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
Greatly Needed by the Society 





Perpetuity of Family Names Assured 


In looking over the records of other historical societies the writer 
has keen impressed with the support given by the citizens of the 
various localities, chiefly the provisions made for the perpetuity of 
their society by means of endowments. 

Take for instance, the Wyoming Historical and Geological 
Society of Wilkes-Barre. They publish a list of special funds set 
aside by gifts or bequests amounting to over $20,000. This fund is 
to be kept intact, and the interest to be used only for the purchase 
of books, for lectures and for publishing their records, etc. To meet 
the growing needs of our society it is suggested that the attention 
of our members and friends be called to this most worthy way of 
helping the society. 


The following list is taken from a recent report of Wyoming 
Historical and Geological Society: 


Special Funds 
The Zebulon Butler Fund. 
The Coxe Family Fund. 
The Horace Edwin Hayden Fund. 
The Andrew Hunlock Fund. 
The Ralph D. Lacoe Fund. 
The Augustus C. Laning Fund. 
The Charles A. Miner Fund. 
The Sheldon Reynolds Fund. 
The Stanley Woodward Fund. 
The Harrison Wright Fund. 
The Joseph Swift Balch Fund. 
The Katherine (Searle) McCartney Fund. 
The Dr. Charles F. Ingham Fund. 
And Others. 


Let your lawyer or Trust Company incorporate in your will the 
following bequest: 


“I give and bequeath to the ‘Lackawanna Historica] Society,’ 
the sum I RUN naa ane sed pea Raa rete et ok le 
for the said society absolutely.” 
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